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Story poems

A narrative or story poem is a poem that tells a story. Some other narrative poems to look for are:

· ‘Derek in Heaven’ by Benjamin Zephaniah, in his book Funky Chickens 

· ‘Hot Food’ by Michael Rosen in his book The Hypnotiser 

· ‘Snowball’ by Shel Silverstein, in his book Falling Up 
Counting poems

Fruits by Valerie Bloom is a counting poem. In this kind of poem, each verse includes a different number. You might already know songs that do the same thing, like ‘Ten Green Bottles’. Valerie Bloom is a poet from the Caribbean. In this poem she uses lots of words from the Caribbean. Look for poems by other poets from the Caribbean such as:

· John Agard
· Grace Nichols
· Benjamin Zephaniah
Poems about ‘my life’

Michael Rosen is a poet who often writes about people he knows – his friends and family – and about little things that have happened to him. He says that, “if you put them all together they would add up to a kind of autobiography: ‘My life’ … There’s plenty to write about – even ordinary everyday things like trying to put on my baby’s nappy.”

These poets also write about ‘ordinary everyday things’:

· Roger Stevens

· John Hegley

· Judith Nicholls

Nonsense poems

Nonsense poems are funny poems that tell of made-up creatures or of impossible things happening. They often use invented words.

Shape poems

A shape poem, or concrete poem, is a poem that looks like the thing that it is about. You can find other shape poems in:
· What Shape is a Poem? edited by Paul Cookson 
· The Upside Down Frown edited by Andrew Fusek Peters
Rhyme

Poems rhyme when the ends of the lines sound the same. Look at a rhyming dictionary to find examples of rhyme.

Rhythm

Many things in our lives have a regular pattern, like our heartbeat, or the tick of a clock. Poets often use pattern, or rhythm, to give life to their poetry.

Riddle poems

In a riddle poem, we have to guess what the subject is from the clues in the poem. To find other riddles, look for:

· Monika Beisner’s Book of Riddles

· Hey Riddle Diddle: A Book of Traditional Riddles edited by Rodney Peppe
Acrostics

In an acrostic poem, the first letters of each line spell out a word. To find other acrostic poems, look in:

· Wordspinning edited by John Foster
· Crack Another Yolk and Other Word Play Poems edited by John Foster
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‘I’m a Poetry Explorer’ is designed to help your students 

· learn about different forms of poetry

· get to know the Library and its collections

· enjoy their visit to the Library and the Royal Festival Hall

How to work through ‘I’m a Poetry Explorer’ with your class:

· Students can work in small groups or individually, finding the books on the shelves, reading the poems, and, following the instructions on the worksheet, completing the tasks. Tasks on the worksheet can be done in any order
· Students in small groups or individually can be assigned particular sections of the worksheet to do
· The class can work together, reading the poems together, and doing each task simultaneously
Suggestions for follow-up activities:

· Stage a performance of the poems resulting from the activities or display them at school

· Follow up the references above to explore other poems of the same genre in subsequent visits or in the school library

· Encourage your students to visit the Poetry Library with their families

· Plan another visit to do the Royal Festival Hall’s Literacy Trail or Maths Trail with your class. Book an introductory Gamelan Session at the Royal Festival Hall

· Use the Teaching Collection at the Poetry Library to find and plan new ideas for poetry activities in class










