Poetry Playground

‘Poetry Playground’ is an activity for Key Stage 3 and 4 students, and was devised with the help of poet Moniza Alvi. ‘Poetry Playground’ takes Adrian Mitchell’s poem ‘Back in the Playground Blues’ as a starting point, and examines the topics of prejudice, rhythm, performance, and translation by looking at poems that are in different ways related to ‘Back in the Playground Blues’. Students will have the chance to do some creative writing and will perform and talk about their own poems.  

The activity in the Poetry Library will involve listening, reading, writing, and performing poetry. Your class of 15 will be split into four different groups. 

It would help the activity run smoothly if you could identify these groups before coming to the Poetry Library. Please decide on the groups using the following criteria:

· Blue group 

Task requires sensitivity and the ability to analyse and respond to a poem

· Yellow group

Task involves close reading and focuses on the idea of translation

· Red group
This task is designed to be accessible to most students.

· Green group
Task focuses on the performance of a poem, and would be suitable for students who enjoy reading aloud

‘Poetry Playground’ will be most successful where supporting adults are available to assist students. Please allow 90 minutes for this activity.

